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Respectful  
Relationships  
Emotionally  
Supportive,  
Positive  
Enriching  
Caring  
Togetherness, 
Friendship,  
Understanding,  
Love 

Our mission  
 

 
Survivors mentoring domestic violence survivors  

to create a new chapter in their lives 
 
Our goal  
 

Broken to Brilliant’s goal is to reduce the long-term impact of domestic violence by increasing 

financial independence, decreasing distress, increasing opportunities through education, life skills 

training and social support networks and supporting the rebuilding efforts of those who have 

experienced domestic violence. 

Our values  
 
Our values are based around respectful relationships in all interactions through 

work, home and play. The mnemonic R.E.S.P.E.C.T.F.U.L describes the 

foundational values for relationships and our organisation. Respectful relationships 

are emotionally supportive, positive, enriching, caring with togetherness, 

friendship, understanding and love.  

 

Our History 
It started with one survivor who took years to finally leave. While setting up her and her children’s 

new life, She kept hearing an inner voice that wanted to create a WAAVE, a wave of women Working 

Against Abuse, Violence and Entitlement. She envisioned a powerful wave of thousands of women 

fighting against the upsurge of the insistent belief held by some men, their families and others in 

society that it is justifiable and acceptable to abuse women because they deserve it. For her, there 

was not enough being done to counter the sense of entitlement of the perpetrator and their families. 

They were not being held to account.  

A few years later, her anger was subsiding and her focus shifted to wanting to highlight how women 

and children successfully rebuilt their lives after domestic violence. The Book Broken to Brilliant -

Breaking Free to be you after domestic violence was a result of taking action and believing there is a 

reason for living through the abuse.  

It wasn’t just another book, it supported the launch of Broken to Brilliant™ LTD, a registered charity 

organisation where survivors mentor survivors creating positive new life chapters after domestic 

violence. It is a pay-it-forward model with coaching, mentoring, workshops, work experience 

placements, publishing and success centres. 

Broken to Brilliant will help victims move to being survivors by acknowledging, appreciating, 

validating and embodying their accomplishments and rebuilding successful lives. Through the 

stories of battling abuse – being broken and nearly defeated – to break through to reveal their true 

self, their inner brilliance. Broken to Brilliant will amaze you with the survivor’s courage and reveal 

how to break through and shine, so you can be free to be you. 
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SECTION 1 AN OVERVIEW OF  
BROKEN TO BRILLIANT 

 
   ABOUT US 

Mission Survivors mentoring domestic violence survivors to create a new chapter in their lives.  

Purpose  Broken to Brilliant is established to be a charity whose purpose is to relieve poverty, distress, 

misfortune and the effects of abuse and suffering for domestic violence survivors. This will 

be achieved by establishing a Success Centre that will provide support and relief services, life 

skills training, education, training and career guidance. We will work in collaboration with 

other welfare services, organisations, government bodies and research institutions to best 

meet the needs of domestic violence survivors.  

Who do 

we help  

We work with women, children and men who have safely left an abusive relationship (≥6 

months out of the unsafe environment).  

 

Goal  

Broken to Brilliant’s goal is to reduce the long-term impact of domestic violence by 

increasing financial independence, decreasing distress, increasing opportunities through 

education, life skills training and social support networks and supporting the rebuilding 

efforts of those who have experienced domestic violence. 

Why  In Queensland, more than 175 incidents of domestic violence were reported every day in 

2013. That is 63,873 people that need help to rebuild their lives each year.  

Five key 

action 

areas   

1. Success Centre - establish a Success Centre  

2. Partnerships - develop and maintain partnerships with other services and 

organisations  

3. Education - develop and implement foundation courses and life skills training.  

4. Awareness Raising – promote building emotional resilience, financial independence, 

healthy and respectful relationships. 

5. Research – undertake research into survivors’ resilience and factors for success.  

Success 

measures  

1. Success Centre is open and accessible 

2. The number of partnerships established  

3. Education session participant numbers, satisfaction, life changes, testimonials 

4.  Awareness - message recall, membership numbers, social media platform 

engagement 

5. Research – secured funding for research and the results have been published in a peer 

reviewed journal.  
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OUR PEOPLE 
 
Patron:  Councillor Matt Constance 2016-2017 
 
Board of Directors  

Name Position 
Dates acted  
(if not for 
whole year) 

Kate Smith  Founding Director  2015-2017 

Andrea Miller  Co-founding Director  2015-2017 

Linda Wray  Co-founding Director 2016-2017 

Phoebe Greening  Co-founding Director 2015-2016 
 
 

Board Members  

Name Position 
Dates  
 

Genelle Brooks  Board Member  2016-2017 

Margaret King  Board Member 2016-2017 

Nicola Coleman  Board Member 2016-2017 
 

Volunteers 

Name Position Dates  
 

Kate Smith  Founding Director  2015-2017 

Andrea Miller  Co-founding Director  2015-2017 

Linda Wray  Co-founding Director 2016-2017 

Phoebe Greening  Co-founding Director 2015-2016 

Genelle Brooks  Board Member  2016-2017 

Margaret King  Board Member 2016-2017 

Nicola Coleman  Board Member 2016-2017 

Samantha Einam  Financial Member  2016-2017 

Tracey Nowicki  Supporter  2015-2017 

Heather Bruce  Supporter 2015-2017 

Simone Leete  Supporter 2016-2017 

Kate Rogers  Supporter 2016-2017 

Dr Fiona Hawthorne  Supporter 2016-2017 
 

Partners   

Name Position 
Dates  
 

Dominoids PTY LTD   Partner   2015-2017 

Silky Oak Espresso Partner   2016-2017 
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Major Donors    

Name Position Amount  
 

Jenni Bennett Supporter $2000 

Moreton Bay Regional Council  Supporter $500  
 

OUR PEOPLE 
 

Financial Members   
Name Position Dates  
Samantha Einam B2B Adult Membership 2016-2017 

Jenni Bennett B2B Adult Membership 2016-2017 

Glen Baxter B2B Adult Membership 2016-2017 

Debbie Lehfeldt B2B Adult Membership;  2016-2017 

Fiona Grayson B2B Adult Membership 2016-2017 

Kim Morris B2B Adult Membership 2016-2017 

Margaret King B2B Adult Membership 2016-2017 

Linda Sawrey 
B2B Organisation 
Membership 

2016-2017 

Kate Smith  B2B Adult Membership; 2017-2018 

Linda Wray  B2B Adult Membership 2017-2018 
 

Give a Book Recipients    

Name State  
Number of Books  
 

Maybanke Accommodation & Crisis Support Service QLD 7 

Refuge - Supported Accommodation UnitingCare Community QLD 11 

 Chisholm Women’s Refuge. QLD 8 

Save the Children  QLD 14 

 Chisholm Women’s Refuge. QLD 6 

Warrina Women & Children's Refuge Co-operative Society Ltd NSW 7 

Logan Library  QLD 1 

Gilgandra DV Community Group  NSW 5 

RizeUp QLD 10 

DV Community Group  QLD 5 

Helping from Heaven 3.8k Facebook page DV survivors  QLD 3 

Sunnykids QLD 6 

Silky Oak Service Manly  QLD  3 

Patricia Giles Centre  WA 10 

Women's Council WA  WA 38 

Women’s Legal Service  WA           6 

Total #Give a book December 2016            140 
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SECTION 2 GOVERNANCE 
 

STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT 
 

At a national level, Broken to Brilliant LTD is registered and regulated 
by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC) and 
incorporated as company limited by guarantee. The Company is also 
registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission (ACNC) with the charitable status of a Public Benevolent 
Institute and operates Australia wide. The Charity is also registered 
with the Australia Tax Office and has been endorsed as a Deductible 
Gift Recipient (DGR) from 22 Mar 2016. It is covered by Item 1 of the 
table in section 30-15 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. 
 

 Australian Company Number: 609 591 997 

 Australian Business Number: 63 609 591 997 

At a state level, there are different requirements, Broken to Brilliant has met some states 
additional requirements:   

 Queensland Charity Number: CH2852 

 South Australia Charity Number: CCP3078 

 Western Australia – not required to register as per state requirements 
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/consumer-protection/apply-charity-licence-0  

The Charity is governed by a Constitution compliant with the Corporations Act 2001. 
 
 
 
 
  Broken to Brilliant 

 Board of Directors  
Min 3 – maximum 9 

Broken to Brilliant Committee Members  

Success 
Centre 

Partnerships Education  
Awareness 

& Fund 
Raising  

Research 
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OUR ACTIVITIES 
 
Broken to Brilliant activities from 26th May 2016 to 31st December 2016:  
 
1. Partnerships:  established partnerships with Dominoids and Silky Oak Espresso. 

  
2. Awareness and fund raising events included:  

Broken to Brilliant launch  

On the 26th May 2016, Broken to Brilliant Book launched at Strathpine Library during 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Dr Fiona Hawthorne was the Master of Ceremonies 
and the library was packed with over 80 people attending. The library reported that this was 
their largest book launch event to date. Councillor Matt Constance representing Moreton Bay 
Regional Council presented the organisation with a donation of $550 and Jennifer Bennett 
donated $2,000 for the #Giveabook campaign  
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Logan Book Event 
On the 1st September 2016, a book event was held at Logan North Library to an 
audience of over 20 people. 
 
  

 
 

Dayboro Launch  
 
On the 6th September 2016, an evening launch was held at Dayboro with over 10 
people attending, they wanted to understand domestic violence. 
 
 



 

Broken to Brilliant Annual Report 2016 10 

Melbourne Cup  
 
On the 1st November 2016 a successful fund raising event was held at Portabella 
Restaurant for Melbourne Cup. , There was over 100 people in attendance with special 
guest Councillor Matt Constance, Moreton Bay Regional Council representative.  
 

  
 
White Ribbon Day  
 
On the 25 November 2016 White 
Ribbon Day, Broken to Brilliant held a 
book stand at the Western Australia 
Silent March.  
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White Ribbon Day  
 
On the 25 November 2016, White 
Ribbon Day, Broken to Brilliant 
attended the Queensland White 
Ribbon Day, ‘Say No to Domestic 
Violence Walk’ with The Nest Inc, 
Bunya Lions Club, Councillor Matt 
Constance representing Moreton Bay 
Regional Council & Broken to 
Brilliant Charity Patron. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St David’s Parish a book for a bed 
On the 27 November 2016, St David’s Anglican Parish Women's Caritas Group invited 
over 100 people for a superb afternoon tea and presentation to support the ‘Book for a 
Bed’ campaign, the hall was filled with over 100 people. 
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#GiveaBook campaign 
 
The give a book campaign distributed 140 books to refuge beds & transition 
homes in Queensland, New South Wales and Western Australia.  
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Opportunity Markets 
 
Broken to Brilliant tested an online opportunity store and had a market day at St 
Hilder’s School.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Social Media 
 
Four social media platforms have been established & a closed Facebook group for private 
communications to domestic violence survivors and financial members.   
 

1. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/brokentobrilliant/  

2. Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/brokentobrilliant/  

3. Twitter: https://twitter.com/BrkntoBrilliant  

4. Website: http://brokentobrilliant.org/  

Results  

Twitter 

 3 months April-May-June 2016 – 6.3k impressions average 93 per day  
 3 months July Aug-Sep 2016 – 3.2k impressions average 35 per day 
 3 months July Aug-Sep 2016 – 2.3kk impressions average 25 per day 

Facebook  

 576 likes  

Instagram  

 65 posts, 80 followers, 90 following 
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Media activity  
 

Local community radio stations and community newspaper groups shared the 
story of Broken to Brilliant:  

 

 The Point TV 29/07/2016 https://youtu.be/2m7IIishFho  
 

 
 

 Empowered Business TV – Voice America an interview with Shirley Dalton 
30/07/2016  http://www.voiceamerica.tv/media/290916  
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 Radio Interview 01/09/2016 
612 ABC Brisbane Broken to Brilliant: domestic violence survivors relive their 
darkest years here 

  

 Radio Interview 27/05/2016 Broken to Brilliant: A QLD women’s guide to 
surviving domestic violence with Ben Davis 4BC 

 

Broken to Brilliant: A QLD women’s guide to surviving domestic violence 

One in four Queensland women are victims of domestic violence. 

For those lucky enough to escape, what next? where do you turn and how do you 
begin to rebuild your life? 

Broken to Brilliant is a new book written by four Queensland women; each a former 
victim of domestic violence. 

Essentially, it’s a guide written by survivors for survivors. 

People think once you’re out, you’re out, you’re free says co-author Paula (not her 
real name); but that isn’t necessarily the case. 

“It’s that psychological & inner confidence and the belief in yourself and be able to 
take those steps financially, personally, psychologically and emotionally to be able to 
rebuild ” 

“That’s where we feel the gap is in the long-term recovery and that’s what this book 
is to help people achieve.” 

Listen to the full interview from Brisbane Live with Ben Davis 4BC-radio-interview 
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 Newspaper Article 26/05/2016, Madonna King  Broken to Brilliant: Survivors 
launch handbook to escape violence here 

Broken to Brilliant: Survivors launch handbook to escape violence 
Madonna King  

Published: May 26 2016 - 9:21AM 

This is a tale of untold perseverance: a lesson for our children in never giving up; a 
lesson for many of us on how fortunate we are; and a revelation of the immeasurable 
cost brought on by the epidemic in domestic violence. 

But mostly, it's an uplifting tale of how a group of women escaped their perpetrators, 
sometimes at the risk of death, to give themselves and their children a new start. 

And how they, now, have put pen to paper to make that path a teeny-weeny bit easier 
for all those who follow them. 

When penning their own story got too much, they re-read the dedication that now 
heralds the start of their book Broken to Brilliant. It reads: "This isn't just another 
book; it is from survivors dedicated to fellow domestic violence survivors. May each 
page you turn guide you to a new chapter in your life". 

This is a group of Queensland women who - without the fanfare of a big government 
review, or the support of deep pockets - have chronicled a guide for others escaping 
the brutal force being waged behind closed doors in our suburbs. 

Planned budgets, with details of how much everything from stamp duty to paint 
brushes cost, are included, alongside guides to self-health, and a long list of 
emergency contact numbers. 

Broken to Brilliant could only have been written by survivors of domestic violence. 

Like one woman, who trained as a nurse, and recalls a tutorial on domestic violence. 
"As we all sat crossed legged on the floor and discussed the case study, my response 
was - 'I am too strong for that to happen to me, I would walk out'." 

But she didn't. She continued to live with her abuser; her decision to leave taking 
years. But after reading her story, you can't ever again judge those who stay. 

Or another woman, who as a 21-year-old met "and fell head-over-heels in love with a 
charming and very attentive 24-year-old guy". She left when she was 38; a sad, 
broken and terrified mother with children to protect. 

Her partner would delight in looking over maps in front of her, pointing out disused 
mineshafts and explaining how a dead body could be dumped down a mineshaft and 
never be found. "Even if it were, he'd say 'If you burn it, then they can't see the DNA 
to identify the body'." 
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From the outside, and with few friends after living in 15 different homes in 13 years, 
they looked like the perfect couple. She thought he was planning the perfect murder. 

Another woman tells of the time she was raped, at the age of 14, by a senior boy who 
has probably now got his own child. I wonder if he ever lies in bed, at night, knowing 
what he did to a soft, strong woman who has now reclaimed her life? 

The stories go on, giving life to statistics that show of all Australian women, aged 18 
to 24, 23,584 reported in one survey that they had experienced sexual assault in the 
previous 12 months. (And of course, men suffer domestic violence too, but not to the 
same levels.) 

"This equates to 64 sexual assaults per day, which is nearly three every hour," Broken 
to Brilliant says. 

As concerning are the figures that 61 per cent of those who experienced violence from 
someone they knew had children in their care at that time, and more than half never 
contacted police. One-quarter never sought advice or support. 

Broken to Brilliant (you can pick up a copy on Amazon) will be released in Brisbane 
Thursday night, launching a similarly-named registered new charity where survivors 
mentor survivors of domestic violence. 

It deserves our personal and political support; and these women our utmost respect. 

1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) is a 24-hour national sexual assault, family and 
domestic violence counselling line. Lifeline is on 13 11 14. 

This story was found at: 
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/content/adaptive/brisbanetimes/comment/that-
thinking-feeling/broken-to-brilliant-survivors-launch-handbook-to-escape-violence-
20160525-gp4075.html  

 

 

#Reader’sReview  
	

Thank	you,	Shirley	Dalton,	for	your	review	of	Broken	to	Brilliant	

Every	now	and	again	you	come	across	a	book	you	just	can’t	put	down.	Broken	to	Brilliant	is	one	such	
book.	Each	time	I	think	I	will	read	just	one	chapter	I	end	up	reading	2	or	3.	It’s	a	powerful	book	with	
many	inspiring	stories	and	full	of	very	useful	content.	I	am	in	awe	of	the	ladies	for	their	courage	to	
share	their	stories	and	educating	me	about	early	warning	signs.	This	is	a	must	read,	especially	for	
young	women	around	the	world	who	are	entering	into	the	complex	world	of	love	relationships.	
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 Community Newspaper Pine Rivers Press 26/05/2016 
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SECTION 3 OUR FINANCES
 
 

AUDITOR’S REPORT-30 JUNE 2016 
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SECTION 4 HOW YOU CAN HELP
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 

Become a member http://brokentobrilliant.org/  
 
B2B Adult Membership 

A$28.00 Every year for 1 year 
$25 annual adult Broken to Brilliant membership. Total fee inclusive of $3.00 credit charges. This 
membership is valid for 52 weeks. 
 

B2B Not for Profit Membership 
A$78.00 Every year for 1 year 
$75 annual Broken to Brilliant membership fee for a Not for Profit inclusive of credit fee charges of  
$3.00. Renewable every 52 weeks. 
 

B2B Organisation Membership 

A$103.00 Every year for 1 year 
$100 annual Broken to Brilliant membership fee for an organisation. Total fee inclusive of credit 
charges of $3.00. Renewable every 52 weeks. 
 

B2B Senior/Concession Membership 

A$18.00 Every year for 1 year 
$15 annual Broken to Brilliant membership for seniors and/or a concession card holder. Total fee 
inclusive of credit charges of $3.00. Renewable every 52 weeks. 
 
Volunteer your time 
Join the Broken to Brilliant committee and help grow the Charity and reach survivors of domestic 
violence. Get involved through fund raising, awareness raising, research, education, marketing and 
social media.  
 
Give a Book - Broken to Brilliant 
A$30.00 
Give a copy of the book Broken to Brilliant and we will arrange for the book to be donated to services 
that support domestic violence survivors. Stories of strength and success as women share how to 
rebuild life after adversity. 
 
Make a donation 
Go to the website and on the right-hand side click the donate button  
http://brokentobrilliant.org/about/  
 
Leave a bequest 
Any properties contact Broken to Brilliant at email: contact@broken2brilliant.com 
 
Support an event or fundraising activity 
Melbourne Cup 2017– Portabellas Restaurant  
 
 
Become a corporate partner  
Contact Broken to Brilliant at email: contact@broken2brilliant.com  
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This isn’t just another Charity our work is 
from survivors dedicated to fellow domestic 

violence survivors.  
May our support and services guide you to  

a new chapter in your life. 
 
 
 
 

 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE  
 
 

The Broken to Brilliant strategic plan will continue to be implemented in 2017. The organisation 
will:  
 

 seek a suitable venue for a Success Centre 

 develop partnerships with other services and organisations 

 release the 6 “F’s” Foundation training – finance, food, fitness, friendship, fun and 

future for domestic violence survivors 

 continue to promote Broken to Brilliant book sales via digital online sales and offline 

hard copy sales 

 continue to promote the #GiveaBook campaign aiming to place the book onto beds in 

refuges and transition housing services across Australia 

 raise awareness of rebuilding life after domestic violence through social media, 

presentations and speaking engagements 

 gather survey results from readers regarding their feedback on the book 

 apply for grants and funding  

 release an audio chapter of the book Broken to Brilliant 

 assist survivors to reassess their career path using the online career guidance system 

 increase membership 

 commence the morning gratitude walks 

 submit for a conference presentation 

 look for opportunities to grow the organisation and reach more survivors 

 continue to be grateful for the opportunity of the ‘adversity advantage’ – resilience, 

courage and strength and the ability to ‘pay it forward’.  
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CONTACT US 

 
Broken to Brilliant 
C/0 PO Box 59 
Strathpine QLD 4500 

 
Email: contact@broken2brilliant.com    
Website: http://brokentobrilliant.org  

 
 
 
  

]
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